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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

On page 1 , line 4 of the specification, add " This is a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/362,147, filed July 28, 1999, now Abandoned. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the instant claims 
are allowable over the prior art, because the prior art is silent to an electrochemical cell having 
a controlled electrode surface comprising: an additive associated with a carbonaceous 
electrode surface; wherein the additive is selected from 4-methyl-tetrahydropyran-2, 6-dione; 
isophorene; 8~methyl~4~oxa-tricyclo[5.2.1.0 2 6 ] dec~8~ene~3,5-dione; 6a-methyl~ 
hexahydrofuro[2,3~b] furan-2, 5~dione; l,8,8-trimethyI-3-oxyabicyclo[3.2.1] octane-2, 4- 
dione; and l-methyl-pyrrolidine-2,5~dione. 

The prior art, such as Kolb et al. U.S. Patent 6,045,937, teaches an electrochemical cell 
having a controlled electrode surface comprising a passivating layer at the carbonaceous 
electrode/electrolyte interface. The reference is silent to the additive necessitated by instant 
claim 1. Therefore, the subject invention is patentably distinct from Kolb. 
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Drawings 

New corrected drawings are required in this application because the application 
contains INFORMAL drawings. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent 
patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

CONCLUSION 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Fauteux et al. U.S, Patent, 6,61 3,475, teaches an electrochemical cell having a pre- 
passivated electrode and associated fabrication process. Fauteux et al., U.S. Patent 6,358,289, 
teaches conditioning carbonaceous materials through slow scanning cycling in an 
electrochemical cell. Fauteux et al., U.S. Patent 6,268,080, teaches a process for conditioning 
an electrochemical cell. Kolb et al., U.S. Patent 6,228,531, teaches an electrode modification 
using surface associated lithium salts and an associated process for fabrication of an electrode. 
Kolb et al., U.S. Patent 6,495,287, teaches an electrochemical cell having a pre-passivated 
electrode and associated fabrication process. Fauteux et al., U.S. Patent 5,965,297, teaches an 
electrode material having carbon particles with nano-sized inclusions therewithin and an 
associated electrochemical and fabrication process. Kolb et al. U.S, Patent 6,045,937, teaches 
an electrochemical cell having a controlled electrode surface and associated fabrication and 
chemical process. The sited references are patentably distinct from the subject invention 
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because they are silent to a carbonaceous electrode associated with the additives necessitated 
by claim 1. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Monique Wills whose telephone number is (571) 272-1309. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, 
Randy Gulakowski, may be reached at 571-272- 1 302. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (FAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov.Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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